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1] XOEXEFH UTOBNIEZLEEL,

Many working parents have been instructed to work from home. Because of this forced or
volunteer social distancing, many parents are now dealing with the new normal of having to work
while parenting full time. ( 7 ) mind, those who work remotely tend to be wealthier with
bigger spaces. This *quarantine can be extra challenging for multi-generational families, families
living in close district and multi-family homes.

Others on the front line, including health-care workers, first responders, pharmacists, fire
fighters, cashiers and store clerks, cleaners, truck drivers, etc. are unable to stay home with their
kids. They are desperately ( -f ) safe child-care options. And this is only the beginning of their
struggles.

During this outbreak, parents are suffering. They are dealing with one of the most serious
impacts on the psychological health of the modern-day workforce: work-family conflict. This
conflicthasto ( 7 ) the competing demands of paid work and family obligations. Additional
workplace closures and social distancing practices will make it even harder for working parents
over the next few months.

o) Parents will endure more than what might be psychologically manageable given their levels
of work-family conflict during this crisis. These scenarios will likely be greatest amongst front-
line workers. It is important to recognize the long-term effects of these experiences: This type of
continuous stress does not manifest itself immediately.

Instead, parents will eventually reach a breaking point. Think of their stress from an
engineering standpoint. When a bridge collapses, it isn’t one vehicle that causes the collapse; it’s
the constant strain endured by the bridge’s suspension that eventually leads to its downfall. ; A
similar reasoning can be used here.

COVID-19 is uncovering an underlying problem regarding parents’ access to family-friendly
community resources, including child care, education services and recreational facilities. Most
susceptible are parents with young children who rely on the available resources of their local
community to help with day-to-day child care and social support.

A5 (these issues /1 / study / that / highlights / led / recent ). Parental health and well-being
depends on resources from both the workplace, community and its supportive resources. The most
important of these is safe affordable child care.

Even before the current coronavirus pandemic and its subsequent social isolation, the lack of
access to such resources has been an ongoing challenge for parents, forcing them to make choices
around child care they otherwise would not likely make.

The problem extends to every corner of the country: 44 per cent of children in Canada live
in « child care deserts, neighborhoods where there are more than 50 non-school aged children and
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less than one space for every three children of the same age. These statistics are disturbing and
reveal the number of parents struggling to find sufficient child care. There are serious mental
health consequences for those in under-resourced areas.

Canadian provincial and federal govemments have been quick to respond to the child-care
demand of front-line workers during the COVID-19 crisis. Several Canadian provinces have
provided emergency child-care centers for those in need, limiting numbers and taking special
precautions to stick to social distancing protocols.

*Trudeau’s government has also committed $2 million to supplement *the Canadian Child
Benefit for qualifying parents. The former efforts are formidable in their immediate impact.

) The latter’s, guestionable. Federal funds can help replace lost wages and allow parents not to

work while caring for their children during this time, but money cannot help parents hire
caregivers while working from home, given social distancing and isolation measures.
(Adapted from “Working parents dealing with coronavirus quarantines will face psychological
challenges” by Marisa Young,Copyright©2020 The Conversation Media Group Ltd —E#k %)
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July marks the 55th anniversary of *the Civil Rights Act, which prohibited
discrimination on the basis of race, colour, religion, sex, or national origin. It also enforced
*desegregation of the government-run school system nationwide, largely ending the practice of
educational *apartheid. But while desegregation transformed America's education system, the
way it was implemented by discriminatory school boards in the South was harmful to black
teachers.

In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Brown vs Board of Education that ., in the
field of public education the idea of “separate but equal” has no place.” Ten years later, less than
5% of black children in the Southern states of the former *Confederacy were attending school
with whites. The Civil Rights Act, which among other enforcement mechanisms tied federal
education funding to school integration, dramatically changed that: by 1970, more than 90% of
black children attended schools that also taught white children.

For African-American students, the impact of desegregation was overwhelmingly ( B ).

It was one reason why the gap between test scores of black and white students born in 1954 and
those born 30 years later declined by nearly 40%, according to research by Eric Hanushek and
colleagues at Stanford University.

For African-American teachers, it was () a_different story. Before the Civil Rights Act,
Southern black schools were staffed almost exclusively by black teachers. Nearly half of African-
Americans with a post-secondary education living in the South listed teaching as their occupation.
As schools were united, black students were bused to white schools, white teachers were put in
charge of integrated classrooms, and black teachers were moved down to substitute status or
fired—often on the basis of newly-instituted testing and *accreditation requirements. Court cases
over discriminatory firing were repeatedly thrown out and it took until 1971 for the federal
government to mandate non-discriminatory employment practices in public education. By that
point, the integration process, with its associated firings, was largely complete.

Owen Thompson, an economist at Williams College estimates that more than 15,800 black
teachers left schools in the states of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia alone. Earlier estimates suggest 38,000 African-American
educators lost their jobs across the South and the border states. The displaced teachers moved to
other professions or moved out of the South entirely.

The share of black teachers in government schools nationwide has continued to decline: from
8.1%in 1971 to 6.9% in 1986 and 6.7% today—this during a period during which the black share
of the population as a whole has risen to nearly 13%. There are a number of reasons for the decline,
including an increased range of professional opportunities for African-Americans in other fields.
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But it is also true that desegregation accelerated a trend towards ( D ) teacher ( E )
standards that continued to disproportionately affect African-Americans. When North Carolina
raised its cut-off scores for the National Teacher Exam in the late 1970s, for example, it was
associated with a 73% drop in newly licensed black teachers in the state between 1975 and 1982.

While higher teacher accreditation requirements reduce the number of black teachers, they
have done little for students of any ethnicity: teacher licensing test scores are weakly related to
outcomes for students. That helps to explain why Mr. Hanushek found ( F ) inaverage
test scores for American 17-year-olds tested between 1987 and 2017, and no further progress in
closing the black-white test gap since the 1980s. The legacy of a discriminatory response to
desegregation continues a half-century on, with limited benefit to children.

(Adapted from "Why America lost so many of its black teachers” by BY C.K. | WASHINGTON, DC, The
Economist.Copyright© — )
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