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ROFELEFAT, LTORWICEZZEL,

Falling birth rates are a major concern for some of Asia's biggest economies. Governments in the
region are spending hundreds of billions of dollars trying to reverse the trend. Will it work? Japan began
introducing policies to encourage couples to have more children in the 1990s. South Korea started doing the
same in the 2000s, while Singapore's first *fertility policy dates back to 1987. China, which has seen its
population fall for the first time on 60 years, recently joined the growing club. While it is difficult to quantify
exactly how much these policies have cost, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol recently said his country
had spent more than $200 billion (£160 billion) over the past 16 years on trying to boost the population. Yet
last year South Korea broke its own record for the world's lowest fertility rate, with the average number of
babies expected per woman falling to 0.78. (1) In neighbouring Japan, which had record low births of fewer
than 800,000 last year, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has *pledged to double the budget for child-related

policies from 10 trillion yen, which is just over 2% of the country's gross domestic product. Globally, while

there are more countries that are trying to lower birth rates, the number of countries wanting to increase
fertility has more than tripled since 1976, according to the most recent report by the United Nations.

So why do these governments want to grow their populations? Simply put, having a bigger
population who can work and produce more goods and services leads to higher economic growth. And while
a larger population can mean higher costs for governments, it can also result in bigger tax *revenues. Also,
many Asian countries are ageing rapidly. Japan leads the pack with nearly 30% of its population now over
the age of 65 and some other nations in the region are not far behind. Compare that with India, which has just
overtaken China as the world's most populous nation. More than a quarter of its people are between the age
of 10 and 20, which gives its economy huge potential for growth. And when the share of the working age
population gets smaller, the cost and burden of looking after the non-working population grow. "Negative
population growth has an impact on the economy, and combined that with an ageing population, they won't
be able to afford to support the elderly," said Xiujian Peng of Victoria University.

Most of the measures across the region to increase birth rates have been similar: payments for
new parents, *subsidised or free education, extra nurseries, *tax incentives and expanded parental leave. But
do these measures work? Data for the last few decades from Japan, South Korea and Singapore shows that
attempts to boost their populations have had very little impact. Japan's finance ministry has published a study
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which said the policies were a failure. It is a view echoed by the United Nations. “We know from history that
the types of policies which we call demographic engineering where they try to incentivise women to have
more babies, they just don't work,” Alanna Armitage of United Nations Population Fund told the BBC. “We
need to understand the underlying determinants of why women are not having children, and that is often the
inability of women to be able to combine their work life with their family life,” she added. But in
Scandinavian countries, fertility policies have worked better than they did in Asia, according to Ms Peng.
“The main reason is because they have a good welfare system and the cost of raising children is cheaper.
Their gender equality is also much more balanced than in Asian countries.” Asian countries have ranked
lower in comparison in the global gender gap report by the World Economic Forum.

There are also major questions over how these expensive measures should be funded, especially
in Japan, which is the world's most *indebted developed economy. Options under consideration in Japan
include selling more government bonds, which means increasing its debt, raising its sales tax or increasing
*social insurance premiums. The first option adds financial burden to the future generations, while the other
two would hit already struggling workers, which could convince them to have fewer children. But Antonio
Fatas, professor of economics at *INSEAD says regardless of whether these policies work, they have to
invest in them. “Fertility rates have not increased but what if there was less support? Maybe they would be
even lower,” he said. o) Governments are also investing in other areas to prepare their economies for shrinking
populations. “China has been investing in technologies and innovations to make up for the declining labour
force in order to mitigate the negative impact of the *shrinking population,” said Ms Peng. Also, while it
remains unpopular in countries like Japan and South Korea, lawmakers are discussing changing their
immigration rules to try to *entice younger workers from overseas. “Globally, the fertility rate is falling so
it1l be a race to attract young people to come and work in your country,” Ms Peng added. Whether the money
is well spent on fertility policies, these governments appear to have no other choice.

(Hi8t : “Asia is spending big to battle low birth rates — will it work?”” June 6, 2023, BBC & ) —#fikZ)
from BBC News at bbc.co.uk/news
*ertility : HIAEER
*pledge : KT 5

*revenue ; FEA
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ROEXEFHAT, UTOBNIEZIREL,
(1]~ Bl RZENENEREESERT, )

[1] The traces of genetic material that humans constantly shed wherever they go could soon be used to
track individual people, or even whole ethnic groups, scientists said on Monday, warning of a *looming
“ethical *quagmire.”

[2]  Arecently developed technique can glean a huge amount of information from tiny samples of genetic
material called gyenvironmental DNA, or eDNA, that humans and animals leave behind everywhere —
including in the air. The tool could lead to a range of medical and scientific advances, and could even help
track down criminals, according to the authors of a new study published in the journal Nature Ecology &

Evolution. But it also poses a vast range of concemns around consent, privacy and surveillance, they added.
Humans spread their DNA — which carries genetic information specific to each person— everywhere, by
shedding skin or hair cells, coughing out droplets, or in wastewater flushed down toilets. In recent years,
scientists have been increasingly collecting the eDNA of wild animals, in the hopes of helping threatened
species. For the new research, scientists at the University of Florida’s Whitney Laboratory for Marine
Bioscience had been focused on collecting the eDNA of endangered sea turtles. But the international team
of researchers inadvertently collected a massive amount of human eDNA, which they called *human genetic
bycatch.” David Duffy, a wildlife disease genomic professor at the Whitney Laboratory who led the project,
said they were “consistently surprised” by the amount and quality of the human eDNA they collected. “In
most cases the quality is almost equivalent to if you took a sample from a person,” he said. )The scientists

collected human eDNA from nearby oceans, rivers and towns, as well as from areas far from human

settlements. Struggling to find a sample not *tainted by humans. they went to a section of a remote Florida

island inaccessible to the public. It was free of human DNA — at least until a member of the team walked
barefoot along the beach. They were then able to detect eDNA from a single footprint in the sand. In Duffy’s

native Ireland, the team found human DNA all along a river, with the exception of the remote mountain
stream at its source. Taking samples from the air of a veterinary hospital, the team captured eDNA that
matched the staff, their animal patient and viruses common in animals.

[3] One of the study’s authors, Mark McCauley of the Whitney Laboratory, said that by sequencing the
DNA samples, the team was able to identify if a person had a greater risk of diseases such as *autism and
*diabetes. “All of this very personal, ancestral and health-related data is freely available in the environment,
and it’s simply floating around us in the air right now,” McCauley told an online news conference. “We
specifically did not examine our *sequences in a way that we would be able to pick out specific individuals
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because of the ethical issues,” he said. But that would 3) “definitely” be possible in the future, he added. “The
question is how long it takes until we’re at that stage.” The researchers emphasized the potential benefits of

collecting human eDNA, such as tracking cancer *mutations in wastewater, discovering long-hidden
archaeological sites or revealing the true *culprit of a crime using only the DNA they left in a room. Natalie
Ram, a law professor at the University of Maryland not involved in the research, said the findings “should
raise serious concern about genetic privacy and the appropriate limits of policing.” “Exploiting involuntarily
shed genetic information for investigative aims risks putting all of us under *perpetual genetic surveillance,”
she wrote in a commentary on the study. The authors of the study shared her concemns. McCauley wamed
harvesting human eDNA without consent could be used to track individual people or even target “vulnerable
populations or ethnic minorities.” @ It is why the team decided to sound the alarm, they said in a statement,
calling for policymakers and scientists to start working on regulation that could address such issues.

(Juliette Collen, “New threat to privacy? Scientists sound alarm about DNA tool”, The Japan Times, 2023/5/16,
AFP-]IJI.— 8 ki)
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1] The 19th century landscape paintings hanging in London’s Tate Britain Museum looked awfully
familiar to climate physicist Anna Lea Albright. Artist Joseph Mallord William Tumer’s signature way of
*shrouding his *vistas in fog and smoke reminded Albright of her own research tracking air pollution.

“I started wondering if there was (1) a connection,” says Albright, who had been visiting the
museum on a day off from the Laboratory for Dynamical Meteorology in Paris. After all, Tumer — a
forerunner of the impressionist movement — was painting as Britain’s industrial revolution gathered steam,
and a growing number of *belching manufacturing plants eamed London the nickname “The Big Smoke.”

Turner’s early works, such as his 1814 painting “Apullia in Search of Appullus,” were rendered in
sharp details. Later works, like his celebrated 1844 painting “Rain, Steam and Speed - the Great Western
Railway,” embraced a dreamier, *fuzzier aesthetic. Perhaps, Albright thought, this *burgeoning painting
style wasn’t a purely artistic phenomenon. Perhaps Tumer and his successors painted exactly what they saw:
their *environs becoming more and more obscured by *smokestack haze.

To find out how much realism there is in impressionism, Albright teamed up with Harvard
University climatologist Peter Huybers, who’s an expert in reconstructing pollution before instruments
existed to closely track air quality. Their analysis of nearly 130 paintings by Turner, Paris-based impressionist
Claude Monet and several others tells a tale of two modernizing cities.

Low contrast and whiter *hues are *hallmarks of the impressionist style. They are also hallmarks
of air pollution, which can affect how a distant scene looks to the naked eye. o)Tiny *airborne particles, or
*aerosols, can absorb or scatter light. That makes the bright parts of objects appear dimmer while also shifting
the entire scene’s color toward neutral white.

The artworks that Albright and Huybers investigated, which span from the late 1700s to the early
1900s, decrease in contrast as the 19th century progresses. That trend tracks with an increase in air pollution,
estimated from historical records of coal sales, Albright and Huybers report in ¢3)the Feb. 7 Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences.

(1] Albright and Huybers distinguished art from aerosol by first using a mathematical model to
analyze the contrast and color of 60 paintings that Turner made between 1796 and 1850 as well as 38 Monet
works from 1864 to 1901. They then compared the findings to *sulfur dioxide emissions over the century,
estimated from the trend in the annual amount of coal sold and burned in London and Paris. When sulfur
dioxide reacts with molecules in the atmosphere, aerosols form.

“Our results indicate that [19th century] paintings capture changes in the *optical environment
associated with increasingly polluted atmospheres during the industrial revolution,” the researchers write. As
sulfur dioxide emissions increased over time, the amount of contrast in both Tumer’s and Monet’s paintings
decreased. However, paintings of Paris that Monet made from 1864 to 1872 have much higher contrast than
Tumer’s last paintings of London made two decades earlier.
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The difference, Albright and Huybers say, can be attributed to the much slower start of the
industrial revolution in France. Paris’ air pollution level around 1870 was about what London’s was when
Tumer started painting in the early 1800s. It confirms that the similar *progression in their painting styles
can’t be chalked up to coincidence, but is guided by air pollution, the pair conclude.

The researchers also analyzed the paintings’ *visibility, or the distance at which an object can be
clearly seen. Before 1830, the visibility in Turner’s paintings averaged about 25 kilometers, the team found.
Paintings made after 1830 had an average visibility of about 10 kilometers. Paintings made by Monet in
London around 1900, such as “‘Charing Cross Bridge,” have a visibility of less than five kilometers. That’s
similar to estimates for modem-day megacities such as Delhi and Beijing, Albright and Huybers say.

To strengthen their argument, the researchers also analyzed 18 paintings from four other London-
and Paris-based impressionists. Again, as outdoor air pollution increased over time, the contrast and visibility
in the paintings decreased, the team found. What’s more, the decrease seen in French paintings lagged behind
the decrease seen in British ones.

Overall, air pollution can explain about 61 percent of contrast differences between the paintings,
the researchers calculate. In that respect, “different painters will paint in a similar way when the environment
is similar,” Albright says. “But I don’t want to overstep and say: Oh, we can explain all of impressionism.”

(Source: Bas den Hond, Science News, February 26, 2023. Used with permission.)
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